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You Changed the World 
  
In a year of escalating efforts to 
provide the safe water people 
need to stay healthy, Lifewater 
endured:  fear when the safety of 
team members in Kenya and Haiti 
was threatened; chaos when 
Haiti’s election took place during 
the post-earthquake cholera 
epidemic; and frustration when 
mechanical breakdowns coincided 
with an utter lack of spare parts.   
 
And yet the teams persevered, 
completing a record 145 projects! 
111 new wells now provide safe 
water for over 40,000 children 
and their families; plus we 
repaired pumps, built village 
washrooms and taught health & 
hygiene in well-attended 
workshops.  
 
Pretty amazing considering that 
Lifewater is run by volunteers 
working from home, and that this 
work was funded by donations 
from ordinary people like you 
and me!  Companies, churches 
and foundations gave generously.  
Children held talent shows and 
rallied their schools to sponsor 
wells. Anniversaries, weddings, 
birthdays, Bat Mitzvahs, funerals, 
and many other events were 
occasions used to raise support.   
 
Thanks for making a difference! 
 

 
 

Jim Gehrels, President 
 

Haiti Update 
  
Susan and Doug, so moved by 
Lifewater’s work, quit their jobs 
and relocated their family to Haiti. 
They are equipping local workers 
to help themselves.  Operating 
under the Creole name “Dlo se 
Lavi” (De l’eau c’est la vie … 
based on Lifewater’s slogan: 
“Because Water is Life”) they 
are taking proud ownership of the 
Haitian organization that your 
donation dollars continue to build.  
 

 
Jhon flushing new orphanage well 

 
Assisted by volunteers, a much-
needed survey to inventory wells, 
pump types and water quality 
began across the Northern Plain. 
This work continues with trained 
Haitian workers and over 800 
wells have been assessed.   
 
Dlo se Lavi workers repair 4-5 
pumps per day, and for the first 
time in memory there are now 
districts with no broken pumps! 

This critical step helps prevent 
another cholera outbreak like the 
one that swept through Haiti 
following the earthquake.  
 
Well-drilling continues, using 
supplies generously provided by 
members of the Ontario Ground 
Water Association.  Instructors 
from the Fleming College Water 
Well certification program visited 
Haiti to help train the new drillers. 
Overcoming the initial shock of 
conditions in Haiti, they donated 
equipment and training to help 
better monitor and manage fluids. 
How exciting for the Haitian 
workers, because this means the 
difference between boreholes 
collapsing at 65 feet vs. going 
down to 110 feet to provide a 
lifetime supply of safe drinking 
water! Thanks so much, Steve!  
 
The World Health Organization 
has just predicted that there 
will be 500,000 cases of cholera 
in Haiti by the end of the year!  
The only lasting solution is safe 
drinking water and improved 
sanitation.  Please consider giving 
the gift of life this Christmas by 
partnering with Lifewater to drill 
wells here to stop this epidemic. 

Nigeria News 
 
The Lifewater team in Nigeria was 
shocked by the unexpected death 
of their head driller.  When Silas 
and Jonathan stepped-up to fill 
this void, they completed 31 
projects this year!  Lifewater will 
visit Nigeria in 2012 to provide 
encouragement while upgrading 
the Nigerian team’s drilling skills. 



East Africa Drought 
  
By now, most of the world is 
concerned by the drought hitting 
East Africa. Lifewater volunteers 
visited areas where rivers have 
dried-up and people are digging 
into the river bed to find water. 
Despite security concerns, the 
team drilled several wells here, 
with more drilling planned for the 
months ahead.  

 

With your support, Lifewater 
bought bigger mud pumps and 
additional drilling rods so that they 
can drill deeper to make wells that 
will not go dry despite the drought. 
We also visited schools with 40 
year-old latrines. While students 
line-up to use the facilities, roofs 
are rotting, floors are collapsing 
and waste material is mounded 
above floor level. We built a new 
latrine at Uhuru School in Nakuru 
and your support will help other 
schools this coming year. 

Where Did Your $ Go? 
  

2010/2011 Total: $663,743  
Well Construction 48% 
Capital Expenses*  24% 
Overseas Training 15% 
Handpump Repair 6% 
Sanitation & Hygiene 4% 
Overhead 3% 

“Capital” includes trucks, buildings, drills, 
bits, and other items that strengthen the 
capacity of local workers to help more. 

Liberia Update 
  
Liberia bustled with activity this 
past year. Two new Bedford 4x4 
diesel 10-ton trucks we received 
from NATO allowed volunteer 
drillers to move our drill rig from a 
trailer to a truck.  Now we can drill 
into rock where necessary. The 
first three wells entailed a steep 
learning curve, but ended-up 
producing a steady supply of clear 
water in places where the hand- 
dug and shallow-drilled wells were 
all going dry!  

Our multi-purpose building with 
office space is fully-functional. 
Parking sheds now protect 
vehicles, aside secure storage 
containers for parts and supplies. 
As we complete the last of the 
required worker housing, we 
intend this compound to allow 
teams and volunteers to focus on 
providing safe water in grass hut 
villages that currently draw water 
from stagnant swamps and murky 
slow-moving rivers.  

 

A real affirmation arrived in April 
from an unexpected source: 

A newspaper in Monrovia holds a 
reader poll every year to select a 
local “Non-profit Group of the 
Year.”  Excitingly, Lifewater 
Liberia was honoured as this 
year’s recipient of the award. How 
encouraging...because this award 
underscores not how we feel as 
sponsors, but how the nation of 
Liberia and its people recognize 
the impact of Lifewater’s work. 

Courtney’s Story… 
 
My 8th birthday party was in 
Walkerton, Canada in the year 
2000.  We drank a lot of water, 
not knowing it was contaminated 
with e Coli.  My birthday gifts were 
kidney failure, heart failure, 
nausea - you name it.   
 
I was immediately airlifted to 
London Hospital, went straight 
into surgery and needed dialysis 
to help my failed kidneys.  Blood 
work, tests and long talks about 
things a child should never have 
to hear was my life for a month. I 
finally went home, but had follow-
up treatments for the next 10 
years (blood work, pressure etc.).  
 

 
 
Instead of releasing all my hate on 
those who let this happen, I 
decided to give hope to innocent 
people who are suffering.  That’s 
why my classmates & I at Sacred 
Heart School raised $4,200 so 
Lifewater could drill wells to save 
Haitians who know the pain we 
endured 11 short years ago.   
 
I am an 18-year-old girl with a 
mission - and a story to go with it.   
        

         ~Courtney, a survivor 

 
 

What’s your story?  May you too 
be inspired to act now to save 
kids dying from unsafe water! 

Donate at www.Lifewater.ca 
307 Euclid Ave., Suite 194, 
Thunder Bay, ON, P7E 5L1 

gehrelji@yahoo.com  (807) 622-4848 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


